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Issues with graywater

Graywater has carbon and other particulates, some of which needs to be

filtered out before it is used. This includes:

e Particles such as skin, hair, food, grease, etc.

e Microbes such as pathenogens.

e Additives such as soap, which may contain sulfates, chlorine,
phosphorous or boron.

e Softened water - water that has been cycled through a water softener
should not be used since the softeners are salts that harm plants.
However, water collected from dehumidifiers is very pure and can be
used on any plant.

Filters — filtering devices include mechanical such as screens, grease catchers,
etc., or natural such as a man-made wetland or mulch field.

Soaps
If possible choose soaps that do not contain sulfates or chlorine. Sulfates
make the soil more alkaline and inhospitable to many plants; they also
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Plants

Plants that require acidic conditions cannot tolerate graywater. This includes:
e Azaelias, rodedenderons, camellias.
e Anyplantin a pot (salts accumulate in pots, even from tap water).

Therefore, graywater is best used on established plants that can handle
alkaline conditions. Fortunately, this includes many of our coastal California
natives as well as desert plants.

Other factors to consider when watering with graywater

e Most graywater contains phosphorus, potassium and nitrogen, all of
which benefit plants.

e Useon broad areas so the concentration of salts is decreased.

e Plants that need arid conditions cannot handle regular watering or soggy
conditions.

e |[f possible, alternate watering with fresh water and graywater.
e For health reasons, graywater should never be used on leafy or root




